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FOUNDER OF EAD & ASSOCIATES SELECTED TO BRIEF OBAMA TRANSITION TEAM ON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ISSUES 

WASHINGTON, DC- Elizabeth Davis, founder and managing director of emergency management consultancy EAD & Associates, LLC, was recently tapped by the Obama transition team as part of a select group of leaders in her field to brief government officials on current emergency management issues involving special needs populations. 

“It’s reassuring to know that the new Administration has a deep commitment to advancing practices in the field of emergency management—especially those involving vulnerable special needs populations, said Davis, who expressed a willingness to continue to lend her support to the new administration after meeting with the transition team on January 2. 
According to Davis, some of the key issues that should be addressed in the upcoming months include the need for:

· Very aggressive and progressive guidance on shelter standardization for special needs populations. 

· More Safe Centers, like those in Florida and Alabama. When necessary, these by-day senior centers transform into the community safe shelter for those in need of refuge. This concept could apply to a parks department facility, a day care center, or other facilities. 
· Tax Relief and Credits. Recognizing that in these difficult financial times, many Americans can’t afford preparedness measures, replicating one of several existing or proposed tax reliefs encouraging people to take action for themselves, their families, and their communities will increase capacity to self-sustain during a disaster.

· Appropriate Staffing and Parallel Structures. Post-Katrina legislation (HR 5441) established the National Disability Coordinator position in DHS, and the post was placed in FEMA. The responsibilities envisioned by the legislation far exceed the capabilities of one person. As a start, Special Needs Coordinator posts and Special Needs Committees should be created in each region. 
“Many of the recommendations I made to the team are actionable in a short period of time. So, I am hopeful the administration will begin to implement these measures soon,” Davis said.
To request an interview with Elizabeth Davis or for more information on EAD & Associates, LLC, call (718) 330-0034 or visit www.eadassociates.com. 

About Elizabeth Davis

Elizabeth Davis is an internationally-recognized and published expert in the fields of emergency management and special needs planning. A leader in the development and implementation of special needs policies and protocols, Ms. Davis brings more than fifteen years of passion, dedication, experience, and accomplishments to her work. 

A long-time advocate for people with disabilities, Ms. Davis began her career in public service with the NYC Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities as Assistant to Counsel and Senior Policy Advisor. Due to her role as Incident Commander in the Deaf Mexican Nationals slave-ring case in Queens, she was transferred to the NYC Office of Emergency Management as a Special Needs Advisor. 
Ms. Davis then went onto become the first Director of the National Organization on Disability’s Emergency Preparedness Initiative, a position she has since retired from. She remains an advisor to the Department of Homeland Security and FEMA. Ms. Davis is also co-chair of the National Hurricane Conference Health Care/Special Needs Committee, chair of the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) Special Needs Committee, and an appointed member of the FEMA National Advisory Council’s Special Needs Subcommittee. 


It was in 2001 that Ms. Davis decided to create EAD & Associates, a New York-based emergency management consultancy with a holistic client-centric approach to providing quality real-world solutions. With a unique expertise and focus on special needs and human services issues, the EAD team is a proven leader in the field of emergency management, both nationally and internationally. 

