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EAD & Associates Works with National Council on Disability to Release Report on Emergency Management Considerations for Special Needs Populations
Report Highlights Issues in Field as well as Best Practices

BROOKLYN, NY- The National Council on Disability (NCD) recently released its report titled Effective Emergency Management: Making Improvements for Communities and People with Disabilities. The report calls for significant changes in the field of emergency management and highlights a number of best practices that can be adopted in an effort to better address the needs of people with disabilities.

EAD & Associates, an emergency management consultancy that focuses on special needs populations, was contracted by NCD to conduct extensive empirical research over the course of one year on issues pertaining to people with disabilities when it comes to emergency management. The result is the over 500-page report, which examines all phases of emergency management from preparedness to recovery. 

The report also provides examples of existing best practices and successful community efforts with respect to people with disabilities, and it evaluates many emergency preparedness, disaster relief, and homeland security program efforts undertaken by both the public and private sectors. 

“This report is the result of culling through thousands upon thousands of pages of materials found in scholarly journals, news reports, firsthand accounts, testimony, after action reports, and the like from across all disciplines. We looked to works in the fields of emergency management, protective services, sociology, social anthropology, medicine (disaster, geriatrics, pediatric), transportation, housing, and much more. The goal was to not just reiterate known or presumed gaps based in part on the lack of reporting on the issues, but to find replicable solutions, promising practices, and offer an organized roadmap for directional change.” said Elizabeth Davis, founder of EAD & Associates.
Since 2003, the National Council on Disability has tackled issues relating to emergency preparedness, disaster management, and recovery through its Homeland Security Committee. According to NCD Vice Chairperson Pat Pound, through its work in this area, “NCD identified a major gap in the government’s homeland security knowledge base, which involves the availability and use of effective practices for community preparedness and response to the needs of people with disabilities in all types of disasters.”
NCD and EAD & Associates hope that the recommendations in this report will assist all levels of government in establishing effective policies, programs, and practices across all lifecycles of disasters. 

“We are honored to have been able to work with the National Council on Disability in compiling this report and hope that it will generate serious conversation and affect positive change in terms of promoting the inclusion of people with disabilities when it comes to emergency management practices,” Davis said.
To view a copy of the report, visit:  
http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/publications/2009/NCD_EmergencyManagement_HTML/EffectiveEmergencyManagement.html
ABOUT EAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
It was in 2001 that Elizabeth Davis decided to create EAD & Associates, a New York-based emergency management consultancy with a holistic client-centric approach to providing quality real-world solutions. With a unique expertise and focus on special needs and human services issues, the EAD team is a proven leader in the field of emergency management, both nationally and internationally. 

Ms. Davis, who also serves as an advisor to the Department of Homeland Security and FEMA, is an internationally-recognized and published expert in the fields of emergency management and special needs planning. A leader in the development and implementation of special needs policies and protocols, Ms. Davis brings more than fifteen years of passion, dedication, experience, and accomplishments to her work. 

For more information, visit www.eadassociates.com. 

